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Act of Kindness During a Recession

Center For Sight Donates 28 Free Cataract Surgeries
Sarasota, FL- In a time when many other charitable contributions are dwindling, Center For Sight remains committed to supporting Mission Cataract USA, donating free cataract surgery to those that are uninsured and can’t afford to pay for the surgery.  
Last year during Mission Cataract, Drs. William Lahners, Joshua Kim and William Soscia performed free cataract surgery for 22 patients, this year with hard economic times there is even more need for support.  On Wednesday, June 24th Center For Sight is giving back to 28 local community members that need cataract surgery.
“I understand everyone is being hit hard by these economic times which is why more then ever, free services are needed in our community,” said David W. Shoemaker, MD, Chairman and CEO of Center For Sight.  “We are an industry that is in the business of helping and caring for people and I hope other local medical professionals will offer similar charities.”
Mission Cataract USA is a nationwide, non-profit program offering help to those who have cataracts but do not have Medicare, Medicaid, private health insurance or the financial resources.  
“There is such a need for Mission Cataract doctors. I get many, many calls from people all across the country, and their stories break my heart. We really appreciate the doctors at Center For Sight and their dedication to this program,” said Sheree Petree, Mission Cataract USA Executive Director. 

Because a cataract is the clouding of the eyes natural lens, it can cause blurry vision even gradual vision loss.  About three million people in the U.S. undergo cataract surgery every year.  
“When my vision is restored I can’t wait to paint, read books and see just so I can clean,” said mission cataract patient Janna Chambers.  Another mission cataract patient, Dale Hadwin said “Can’t see to do anything—effects way of life.”  
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Things that most of us take for granted, like reading or driving at night becomes impossible for someone living with a cataract, such as these mission cataract patients.   Terri Cole’s vision is so poor she can’t see the soccer field when her granddaughter is playing soccer.  Carol Broderick, a self-employed cleaner is otherwise know as “half blind cleaning lady” and Joanna Radliff can’t wait to read to her three-year old granddaughter.  
###
Center For Sight is the premier, multi-physician vision care and cosmetic facial surgery practice in Southwest Florida with convenient locations in Bradenton, Sarasota, Venice, Englewood and North Port.  Center For Sight is dedicated to providing state-of-the-art healthcare services in ophthalmology, dermatology, cosmetic facial surgery and hearing services.           
William J. Lahners, MD, FACS-Medical Director and the Director of Laser Vision Correction services at Center For Sight.  He is board-certified in ophthalmology by the American Board of Ophthalmology and in LASIK by the American Board of Eye Surgery.  He is an assistant clinical professor of Ophthalmology at the University of South Florida.  Dr. Lahners specializes in cataract surgery, LASIK, cornea care and glaucoma treatment.

Joshua W. Kim, MD-Director of Glaucoma services at Center For Sight, he is a fellowship-trained glaucoma surgeon who specializes in glaucoma and cataract surgery. 

William L. Soscia, MD-A board certified cataract & lens replacement surgeon with fellowship training in cornea and refractive/LASIK.
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