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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  CONTACT: Tonya Gowan  

(941) 416-2601 (For Media Questions)

(941) 365-7716 (For Publication)
A Stylish Affair for Women & the Men Who Love Them

Wine, Women & Shoes Events to 

Benefit Parenting Education Programs 

(Sarasota, Florida – July 10, 2009) Announcing Sarasota’s fifth annual Wine, Women & Shoes – a 3-day event fund-raiser including top female vintners and the latest in fashion.  Wine, Women & Shoes is an interactive, fun - meet, taste, shop and learn experience. All proceeds from the events benefit the not-for-profit Forty Carrots Family Center’s parenting education programs.  Events include:

(1) Private VIP Winemaker Reception – Patrons and sponsors will meet the top women in the wine industry for a wine tasting on Thursday, October 22 at 5:30 p.m. at Michael’s Wine Cellar.  Oenophiles and the style-conscious alike will learn the fine art of wine directly from the vintners who create them. “This is an intimate opportunity to sample some great wines, meet the women behind them and show support for a local family charity,” said Jenny Pendery Wine, Women & Shoes tri-chair.

(2) Center For Sight, The Community Foundation of Sarasota County and The Victoria Leopold Donor Advised Fund of the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, and World Class Dentistry present the Signature Luncheon at The Ritz-Carlton, Sarasota on Friday, October 23 at 11:30 a.m. - wine tasting, gourmet lunch, expansive shoe and accessory shopping featuring fashion’s must-haves for the season. Taste some of the industry’s leading wine selections from foremost women vintners.  Expect guest appearances by fashion designers.  Private reception and early girl shopping for patrons and sponsors begins at 11:00 a.m. “Wine, Women & Shoes is about girlfriends and sisters coming together for a fashionable afternoon complete with wine tasting, shopping and fun.  Add a great cause and this is one amazing event for women. Who says a girl can’t look good while doing good?” says Wine, Women & Shoes tri-chair Rochelle Reeves. “Guests also will receive a valuable SWAG bag.” 

(3) Winemaker Dinners at private homes and area restaurants on Saturday, October 24 at 7:00 p.m.  Gain insight into featured wines and the women behind them at intimate and exclusive dinners in some of Sarasota’s most luxurious homes and fashionable restaurants.  Popular chefs will prepare special menus to compliment the wines. “Guests will be wined and dined by gracious hosts from an informal setting and sampling for $50 a person to a lavish multi-course sit down dinner with incomparable wines for $250 a person.  These are food and wine pairings to delight the senses.  It’s a meaningful way to have fun and make a difference in our community,” says Wine, Women & Shoes tri-chair Pam Krouse.

Events feature Women Vintners:

1. Charles Krug

2. Domaine Carneros

3. The Four Graces

4. The Gabrielle Collection of Wines

5. Gustavo Thrace

6. New Age

7. Oakville Ranch

8. Peju

9. Spelletich Cellars

10. St. Supery Vineyard and Winery 

11. Sugarleaf Vineyards

12. Taylor Family Vineyards

13. Tres Sabores

14. Two Angels

15. Ziata

Participating Retailers:
Addison Craig

Center for Sight

L’Boutique

Saks Fifth Avenue

T. Georgiano’s

The Met

“Wine, Women & Shoes encourages women to change your shoes and change a life, complete with glorious wines, gorgeous shoes and a great cause,” said Betsy Kane-Hartnett, executive director, Forty Carrots Family Center.  “Good parenting lasts forever so Wine, Women & Shoes is permanently changing the face of our community one family at a time.”  

Mark your calendar to attend.  For more information please call Forty Carrots Family Center at (941) 365-7716 or visit  www.fortycarrots.org
Please add these unique events to your community calendar:


Thursday, October 22, 2009



Private VIP Winemaker Reception



At Michael’s Wine Cellar 1283 S. Tamiami Tr.

5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

For Sponsors & Patrons – A chance to meet vintners and sample featured wines 

Sponsorships Available 

Saturday, October 24, 2009

Wine Dinners

Intimate Settings at Private Homes and Fashionable Restaurants

Cost:  $50 - $250

For more information and to RSVP, Call (941) 365-7716 or log on www.fortycarrots.org
Forty Carrots Family Center is a 501(C) 3 not for profit charitable organization dedicated to strengthening families through educational programs for parents, their children and professionals in the field.  Since 1993, Forty Carrots Family Center has been the only agency in Sarasota, Florida whose singular focus is parenting and early childhood education.  Each year, Forty Carrots works with more than 2,000 families with young children.  Eighty-five percent of families receive these services at no cost as part of Forty Carrots’ ongoing commitment to providing all parents – regardless of any social criteria – access to the information, education and support needed to help them do the best possible job in raising their children.  In addition to the free classes Forty Carrots presents at each of Sarasota County’s public libraries, it also provides free parenting education classes for families facing specific life challenges such as parental drug and alcohol addition, teen parenthood, parental history of abuse, parental incarceration, homelessness, poverty, and limited education that compound the already complex job of raising children.  

Wine, Women & Shoes is a national women’s charity and wine education program created by Elaine Honig. Visit www.winewomenandshoes.com 

Center For Sight is the premier, multi-physician vision care and cosmetic facial surgery practice in Southwest Florida with convenient locations in Sarasota, Venice, Englewood and North Port.  Center For Sight is dedicated to providing state-of-the-art healthcare services in ophthalmology, dermatology, cosmetic facial surgery and hearing services.
# # #
Friday, October 23, 2009


Center For Sight, The Community Foundation of Sarasota County and The Victoria Leopold Donor Advised Fund of the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, and World Class Dentistry-Dr.’s Morris & Bakke present: Wine, Women & Shoes Signature Luncheon & Fashion Event


11:00 a.m. Private Reception & Early Girl Shopping


11:30 a.m. Benefit Luncheon & Fashion 


The Ritz-Carlton, Sarasota


Tickets:  $145











